
The 11th City?
Officials and residents meet to discuss the possibility of splitting Oxnard in two

~ By MATTHEW SINGER ~
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t the California Lutheran University Graduate Center in north Oxnard on Oct. 9, members of the chamber of commerce, current and former city officials and private citizens gathered to discuss a proposal which would, in the words of one observer, “steal” more than half of Oxnard’s current population to create Ventura County’s 11th city, tentatively named Channel Islands Beach. 

The idea is the brainchild of Dr. Jon Ziv, a local dentist and member of the Channel Islands Beach Community Services District. His proposed map, projected onto screens as Ziv argued in favor of his plan, stretches southeast from unincorporated beach communities such as Hollywood Beach and Silver Strand to the neighborhoods surrounding Oxnard College and Ormond Beach. It also includes the affluent River Ridge area to the north, leaving Oxnard with approximately 72,000 residents occupying the remaining part of the city east of Ventura Road. 

Ziv cited a lack of control over certain issues, such as traffic, as the reason behind the drive for cessation. As someone who grew up in Orange County, Ziv, who currently lives in Hollywood Beach, said he sees a similar pattern of poorly planned development happening on the Oxnard Plain. He said the residents living within the boundaries of the proposed city currently have no political voice. 

“We don’t have a place at the table,” Ziv said. 

Matt Winegar, development services director for Oxnard, spoke in opposition to the plan, though he prefaced his brief presentation by noting the Oxnard City Council has yet to take a position on the proposal. 

He said the unincorporated areas included on Ziv’s map already receive adequate services from Oxnard. Winegar said the map appeared “gerrymandered” to “create a new community that poaches the more affluent parts of Oxnard” to increase the proposed city’s tax base. (Ziv, who introduced his initial map in June, only recently added the less wealthy South Oxnard region after meeting with representatives from the local branch of the League of United Latin American Citizens, who voiced concerns about racial balance in the theoretical community.) 

“What is the compelling reason that residents of the tentative new community have to endorse the proposal? I haven’t seen it,” Winegar said. 

Ziv insisted his plan has been met with “a tremendous response” and that “a significant number [of residents] see it as a possibility and are dreaming about the same kind of vision I have.” 

However, at the Oct. 9 discussion, many in the audience expressed apprehension to the plan, questioning Ziv on a variety of issues, from the impact on schools (Bob Braitman, a consultant and Local Agency Formation Committee [LAFCO] executive, said schools would remain in the same districts and have access to the same funding) to the status of the South Oxnard gang injunction to the affect on services for those who remain inside Oxnard’s redrawn borders. 

Ziv said there are a “gazillion” similar details which would need to be worked out before the plan could even get rolling. He and his partners would have to collect signatures from a minimum of 25 percent of registered voters in the area to be incorporated before the proposal can be brought to LAFCO for a financial analysis which costs between $100,000-$300,000. (Ziv said his group would raise the money themselves.) An approval from the agency would be placed on ballots in two separate elections, one inside the new city area and one in what would be the remaining part of Oxnard. At the most optimistic, the proposal could go before voters in 2010. 

Ziv said he realizes that if his plan goes to a vote, it’s going to be a split decision. But he said he believes that no matter what happens, the city of Oxnard — and, possibly, Channel Islands Beach — will benefit from the discussion. 

“Regardless of the incorporation, we will have a better community,” he said, adding, “We may have two better, more efficiently managed cities.” [image: image2.png]
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